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Stafford Agriculture Advisory Commission - Regular Meeting 1011 SEP I 8 P 12= 2 I 

Sept 13, 2017 630PM 

Warren Memorial Town Hall 

1 Main Street 

Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

,Members Present: 

David Mordasky 

Myron Avery 

Deb Szemreylo 

Karl Milikowski 

Don Bradway 

Savannah Rummel 

Also Present: 

Steven Clark, Alternate 

Ron Houle, Liaison for Planning and Zoning Board 

Absent: 

Ken Crary 

Chris Joseph, Alternate 

Marty Abromaitis 

1. Call meeting to order, establish quorum, and Pledge of Allegiance. Meeting was called to 
order at 6:35pm. It was established that there was majority. Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

2. Corrections and approve minutes ofMeeting August 23, 2017 


Don Bradway moved to accept minutes and Myron A very seconded the motion. Motion carried. 


3. Correspondence and upcoming dates of SAAC events. 


Chairman Mordasky stated that the Apple Festival Community Fair is on October 7th
, 2017. Karl 

Milikowski added there will be a Donkey Clinic this Saturday at 81 Buckley Highway from 9am 
-12pm. 
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4. Report from Farm Day, Sept. 10tb 

Karl Milikowski summarized that it was a huge success and thousands attended from allover the 
state. Steven Clark added that he would be willing to donate a tractor for next year. Chairman 
Mordasky asked how the Agricultural Commission could get more involved next year. There 
was discussion on possibly setting up a table for the advisory commission board. Since Stafford 
Rotary Club sponsors the event, Karl and Kim Milikowski stated that they can be liaisons for the 
rotary in the future. 

S. Status of alternate appointment by selectman office. 

Stacy Joseph will present Chris Joseph's resignation letter during office hours tomorrow, before 
the selectman meeting Thursday night. Once the letter of resignation is handed in, the selectman 
can select a new alternate for the agricultural board. 

6. Identifying Stafford prime productive farmland 

Myron A very talked about farmland and how it is zoned in other towns. Chairman Mordasky 
added that it would be prudent to see if the zoning board would be willing to identify productive 
farmland in AA or AAA zones. He stated that identifying farmland is the first step to maintain it. 
Myron Avery's opinion is to take out farms completely from residential zones. Deb S. asked why 
there is a ten acre limit for regulations. The chart ofregulations will address any issues for farms 
under ten acres. Any farm over ten acres have no regulations except for proper farm 
management. 

7. Zoning regulations for chickens made easy 

Dave Perkins will be working on a small paragraph for the Facebook page on chicken and 
rooster regulations. 

8. Report on presentation to zoning board last night including boards feedback. 

Myron A very said that in his opinion everything went well with Zoning and Planning Board. 
Kim Milikowski thanked Chairman Mordasky for his presentation. Chairman Mordasky thanked 
the agricultural community for supporting him throughout the presentation. Karl Milikowski 
added that Dave Perkins was very helpful and smart. Don Bradway added that the zoning and 
planning board really appreciates Dave Perkins opinion and him working with us is very 
valuable. Karl Milikowski also said that it was great that the zoning and planning board was very 
flexible and it is great that they were willing to work with us and compromise. Kim Milikowski 
recommends that the board takes a hard look at the chart for species specific regulations and if 
there are any changes that the Agricultural Commission wanted to present to the zoning and 
planning board. Stacy Joseph stated that it could be confusing. Mike Dobson made a suggestion 
that the manure piles could be regulated by quantity and distance. Roger Avery asked about 
manure piles and if odor management could be solved with a tarp. 

9. Regulations concerning agri-tainment 
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Ron Houle said that Manchester passed Goat Yoga. Stacy Joseph stated that locally there were 
no agri-tainment regulations and asked if it was something we needed. Stacy Joseph would like 
to promote business with freedom and less regulations. Chairman Mordasky will proceed by 
asking Joan Nichols to come to agricultural board to educate agricultural advisory board on agri
tainment. Lisa Houlahan is worried that there will be too large an umbrella around such a broad 
farm section. Agreement that not having regulations for agri-tainment is just as dangerous 
because complaints could shut small agri-tainment businesses down. 

10. Plan to reclaim farmland and return it to production 

Make farmland farmable. Chairman Mordasky read Ken Crary's email on how to create 
productive farmland around Stafford. 

11. Request for other items for discussion at next meeting 

-Map of Stafford with all the farms and businesses. Work with Amber Wakely. 


- Create a link on the Town of Stafford site for farms. 


- Educational series in conjunction with Farm Bureau on P A490, grants, farmland restoration and 

preservation etc. 


-Work with market master for Stafford Farmers' Market to grow our market 


- Establish scholarship fund for youth in agriculture through various fundraising events, perhaps 

including farm to table event. 


14. Adjournment 

Myron A very moves to adjourn. Steven Clark seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:04pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cw~' 
Deb Szemreylo 00 


